CHAPTER

SOVIET DYNAMICS OF CRIME

IN striking contrast to the situation in most countries,
murder is not considered news in the Union of Social-
ist Soviet Republics. Even the murder of a mother
by her young son, if free from "social" or "class"
complications, will not get past the Communist censor.
Hence it is that the following incident, which occurred
during the writer's stay in the Soviet Union, came to
him from the lips of a prison official instead of through
the Moscow newspapers.
A youth of seventeen, in a workingman's section
of the Soviet capital, strangled his mother, placed her
dead body in a closet, locked it and ran away. Nothing
was heard of him for four months. Then he returned
to his former home a free man. This is what had
transpired with the boy from the time of his flight to
the time of his return:
For three days and nights after the crime the boy
roamed the streets of Moscow hungry, ragged and
hysterical over his act. Then he gave himself up to
the police. He made a full confession of his crime
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